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Soft power is completely wrecked and irrelevant – Hard power is high and key to US international credibility

Robert Kaplan May 23, 2013 The World Still Needs American Muscle Robert D. Kaplan is Chief Geopolitical Analyst at Stratfor, a geopolitical analysis firm, and author of the bestselling book The Revenge of Geography. Reprinted with permission. http://www.realclearworld.com/articles/2013/05/23/the_world_still_needs_american_hard_power_105179-2.html 
Hard power has not been in vogue since the Iraq 
 places that actually matter. 
Unrestrained drone usage key to maintaining hegemony 
Reynolds 2013 (Michael A. Reynolds, Associate Professor of Near Eastern Studies at Princeton University, “Return of the Maxim Gun? Technology and empire in an age of austerity”, Global Discourse, 26 Jun 2013, http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23269995.2013.807603#tabModule)
The United States
 might well be one of them.
Hegemony deters conflict and nuclear crises

Brooks, Dartmouth government professor, et al., 13
[Brooks, Stephen G., Ikenberry, G. John, Wohlforth, William C., STEPHEN G. BROOKS is Associate Professor of Government at Dartmouth College. G. JOHN IKENBERRY is Albert G. Milbank Professor of Politics and International Affairs at Princeton University and Global Eminence Scholar at Kyung Hee University in Seoul. WILLIAM C. WOHLFORTH is Daniel Webster Professor of Government at Dartmouth College, Foreign Affairs, “Lean Forward”, Jan/Feb2013, Vol. 92, Issue 1, Academic Search Complete, accessed 7-2-13, AFB]

 

KEEPING THE PEACE

Of course, even if it is 

, accidents, and unforeseen crises goes up.

